Abstract. C18H~6GeO, Mr = 320.9, triclinic, Pi, a = 15.408 (6) 
Introduction. The title compound was obtained from the slow hydrolysis of PhB(OGePh3)2 which had been previously prepared from the reaction of one equivalent of PhB(OH)2 with two equivalents of Ph3GeBr in ethei'. Recrystallization from petroleum ether (100-120 ° C) in aerobic conditions yielded colourless crystals of PhaGeOH.
Experimental. A colourless block crystal measuring 0.5 x 0.6 x 0.4 mm was mounted on a glass fibre with its long axis roughly parallel to the ~o axis of the goniometer. Cell dimensions and crystal orientation matrix were determined on a CAD-4 diffractometer with graphite-monochromated MoKa radiation, from a least-squares refinement of the setting angles of 25 reflections in the range 30 < 20 < 32 °. Intensifies of reflections with indices h -19 to 19, k 0 to 25, l -29 to 29 and with 2 < 20 < 43 ° measured; o,,-20 scans; to-scan width (0.8 + 0.35tan0) °. Intensities of three reflections were measured at 2 h intervals; these standards remained constant within experimental error throughout data collection. In all, we measured 14 490 reflections, 6846 with I> 3tr(/) were labelled observed and used in structure solution and refinement. Space group Pi deduced from cell reduction and refinement. Data were corrected for Lorentz and polarization effects. The structure was solved by direct methods. All non-H atoms were located from an E map and refined anisotropically. All phenyl groups were refined as planar hexagons (C--C 1.395, C--H 0.95 A). (1974, Vol. IV) . All calculations were performed on a Silicon Graphics 4D-380 computer using the NRCVAX suite of programs (Gabe, Le Page, Charland, Lee & White, 1989) . Atomic coordinates and selected bond lengths, angles and dihedral angles are given in Tables 1 and  2 , respectively.* Fig. 1 is a view of one tetramer prepared using ORTEPII (Johnson, 1976) . Discussion. A recent paper describes the structure of PhaSiOH at 208 K and reports that the Ge compound is isomorphous but gives no metrical data for y=A Oy--Ge----C I ly 107.4 (4) O.,v---Ge--~2 ly 106.7 (3) Oy---Ge---C3 ly 107.1 (4) C1 ly---Ge--C21y 112.4 (4) C1 ly---Ge---C3 ly 112.9 (4) C21y--Ge---C31y 109.9 (4) B C D E F G J The structural determination of Ph3GeOH is part of a series for the Group 14 Ph3MOH molecules (M =C, Si, Ge, Sn, Pb). Crystals of Ph3COH (Ferguson, Gallagher, Glidewell, Low & Scrimgeour, 1992) are trigonal, R3, with 1.33 molecules in the asymmetric unit and consist of hydrogen-bonded pyramidal tetramers with one molecule on a threefold axis and the other three lying around it. The Ph3SiOH structure is isomorphous with Ph3GeOH. Both Ph3SnOH and Ph3PbOH have structures consisting of zigzag chains of planar Ph3M (M = Sn, Pb) groups joined by OH groups giving trigonal bipyramidal geometry at M (Glidewell & Liles, 1978b) .
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